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Elmsleigh Hall is a small church building with some interesting 
architectural features to the front elevation.  The hall has been well 
used for many years, but the facilities are no longer fit for modern 
church use and some parts of the building no longer comply with 
current regulations.  Access to the building would be very difficult for 
someone in a wheelchair and there is also just one very small meeting 
room in addition to the main hall, making it difficult to accommodate 
children during church services.  The toilets are also very small and 
located in a tiny lean-to at the back of the building.  Access to each of 
them is through the small meeting room or through the kitchen. 
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Our initial plans were to enlarge the front lobby to create level access into the main entrance; then to 
extend as far as we could into the rear garden to create a large separate meeting room.  The local 
authority was unable to offer a pre-planning advice service at the time, so we decided to apply for as 
much as we could to find out what would be acceptable.  Unfortunately, our planning application was 
refused.  However, the feedback has helped us to refine the scheme to something that was acceptable 
and a second application has been successful.  In this case the main entrance could not be changed so 
a new level entrance has been proposed at the rear of the building, where a new accessible toilet could 
also be provided alongside access to both meeting rooms.  Removing the raised baptistry has allowed 
for a further meeting room and a new WC at the front will allow greater flexibility in using the space. 

 

 

 

 
 

Proposed floor plan 


